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Ross Valley Fife Department
777 San Anselmo avenue
San Anselmo, CA 94960 April 15, 2024

To all of you who participate in life saving measures:

Thank you so much for your rapid response and expertise in getting the ball rolling that
saved my life.

On 11/11/23 early afternoon I had a sharp pain in my throat while my wife and I were
traveling south on highway 101 at 65mph. Iimmediately knew something was wrong
and I pulled over 3 three lanes and exited the freeway at the downtown San Rafael exit.

I parked in front of a restaurant in a loading zone; my wife called 911. Within 2
minutes your fire truck arrived and the firemen checked me out.... said I was not having

a stroke. ...did a quick ekg and realized something was amiss. Within 2 minutes an
ambulance came and whisked me off to MarinHealth Medical Center.

At Marin I had a CT scan where the doctors realized I was having an aortic dissection.

Stanford had a bed open and their cardiac surgeon was available for surgery.
I was helicoptered to Stanford and immediately went into surgery.

The rest is history. I am alive today thanks to your rapid response.

Thank you for my second chance at life.
Sincerely,

Stephen Ni _
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